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DRESS CODE 
Noted child psychologist David Elkind has said, “Children need time to grow, to learn, to develop. To treat 
them differently from adults is not to discriminate against them but rather to recognize their special 
estate.” Osmond Elementary is committed to protecting childhood as an important stage of human 
development. Contrary to the views of the apparel industry, children and parents need not be held captive to 
the latest fads and fashions. In an age when traditional rites of passage are being dissolved, we encourage 
parents to join us in protecting childhood by purchasing attire that reflects childhood rather than adolescence. 
Osmond’s dress code is designed to support principles of child development as well as provide a safe, 
distraction-free learning environment. 
 
Students are expected to follow these guidelines.  
 

• Clothing is to be neat, clean, and in a condition of good repair. 
 

• Midriffs should be covered. Halters and Tank Tops are not allowed. Sleeveless blouses or 
sweaters are not to be worn without a sleeved shirt under or over them. Any type of clothing 
that allows underclothing to be seen is not to be worn. Inappropriately exposed skin is a 
violation of the dress code. 

 
• T-shirts, belt buckles, tattoos, or any other article of clothing with obscene, violent, vulgar, or 

distracting pictures and/or lettering will not be allowed. This also includes anything with liquor 
and/or tobacco slogans or advertisements. 

 
• All persons will be expected to remove hats when entering the school. 

 
• Sunglasses, pajama pants, bandanas (around the head and gang-type headbands) will not be 

worn. Mid-calf length are permitted for girls. 
	
• Shorts are permitted from the first day of school until September 15th and from May 10th until 

school is out. If a student chooses to wear shorts or skorts they must be of appropriate length. 
The appropriate measurement will be determined when the student is standing erect, hands by 
his/her side, fingertips not extending below the hem of the clothing, maintaining modesty at all 
times. Biker shorts, spandex apparel are not allowed. 

	
• Pants need to sit at the natural waist and underclothing should not be seen. Pants shall be 

appropriately sized; not extremely tight or loose fitting. Please use care in purchasing pants. We 
strongly encourage regular or relaxed size (not baggy) traditional blue jeans. This type of pant 
is well suited for physical education, recess games, and the active lifestyle of elementary age 
children. 

	
• Ripped/destroyed/distressed/boyfriend style jeans (pants purchased with rips/holes) are not 

allowed. 
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• Yoga pants, jeggings, leggings, tights, exercise/training sportswear, excessively tight pants 

MUST be worn with a shirt or skirt that is longer than the fingertips when arms are relaxed at 
sides. 

	
• If girls choose to wear skirts or dresses, the bottom of the hem must be within 3 inches off the 

ground when kneeling. 
	
• Extreme hair styles such as Mohawk, spikes, dreadlock, or non-natural colored hair (green, blue, 

purple, orange, etc.) or partially shaved heads is not permitted. 
	
• Bare feet are not acceptable. In the interest of safety shoes must be worn at all times. Shoes such 

as beach flip-flops or house slippers are not permitted. Wheels and noisemakers are not 
permissible footwear. 

	
• No inappropriate type of chokers, heavy chain necklaces, spike necklaces and wristbands or 

wallet chains are allowed. 
	
• Body piercing jewelry:  

 
Girls will be allowed to wear body piercing jewelry in the ear lobe area only.  
 
Boys will not be allowed to wear body-piercing jewelry of any kind due to the 
possibility of injury in flag football or other recess games where close physical 
contact may occur. This portion of the dress code reflects traditional and local 
norms as well as reasonable safety precautions. It also recognizes that childhood 
is a special time of life that should be protected from teenage or young adult 
grooming fads.  
 

• Finally, Osmond is an elementary school with students ages 9-12. We remind parents that: 
 

Students need to know about and practice good personal hygiene. Regular bathing 
and use of deodorant is important. 
 
Makeup	and	excessive	jewelry	are	not	appropriate	in	elementary	school.	
Let’s	work	together	and	not	rush	childhood.	
	

The	goal	at	Osmond	Elementary	is	to	create	an	environment	which	is	conducive	to	learning	
and	appropriate	for	an	educational	setting.	
	
With	this	in	mind,	students	in	violation	of	the	dress	code	will;	

1. Be	sent	to	the	office	and	required	to	change	into	clothes	that	meet	the	expectations,	

2. And/or	will	be	subject	to	disciplinary	action.	

3. Parents	will	be	notified	of	a	dress	code	violation	that	results	in	an	office	referral.	

4. Osmond	Elementary	personnel	will	be	expected	to	communicate	with	students	whenever	
they	observe	non-compliance	with	the	expectations.	In	doing	so	they	will	be	discreet	and	
courteous,	attempting	at	all	times	to	preserve	the	dignity	of	the	student.	
	

Violations	are	not	negotiable;	our	students	will	present	themselves	appropriately.	
Due	to	rapid	changes	in	our	society,	it	may	become	necessary	to	modify	Osmond	Elementary	

dress	expectations	to	include	additional	items	at	the	judgement	of	the	administration.	
	


