Afton Elementary Newsletter

September 2024
Welcome Back

The first week back to school has been Coming Events
fantastic and makes me excited for this year! |
hope you all have had a great experience this Sept. 3......Vision Screening
week as well. At Afton Elementary we know that
we achieve success when we do our very best Sept. 4.....Hearing Screening
and this year will be full of wonderful successes
and opportunities. We have a western/camping Sept. 10....PTO Meeting
theme this year so get ready to rope up some 12:15PM
math facts and ride the horse of reading
success. Whether you are excited or a little Sept. 13....No School
nervous about school, please know that we
have a whole corral full of caring adults that are Sept. 20....No School

here to help you! It’s going to be a great year!

Principal Robinson

Phone Messages
If you need to get a message to your child before
school lets out for the day, please call before
2:00. Because of the busyness at the end of the
day we cannot
guarantee that your

New Staff

Ali Mackey - Ali is teaching 1st grade this year. She is team teaching with Michelle
Van Slyke. Ali has four kids. She has taught elementary for nine years, and four years
of preschool. She loves to read, hike, camp, and play sports. She is married to
Bridger.

Michelle Van Slyke - Michelle is teaching 1st grade this year. She is team teaching
with Ali Mackey. She is married to Mark, who is a teacher at Swift Creek High
School. They have two kids, a boy and a girl. Her and her husband have lived in
Boise, ID and Logan, UT and now Star Valley. Michelle has taught for twelve years.
She loves to adventure by skiing, climbing, hiking, biking, and reading.

[



Sydney Guild - Sydney is teaching 1st grade. She has four people in her
family, her husband TJ and two daughters, Isla and Denali (who share the
same birthday). She has been teaching 2nd Grade at Thayne Elementary for
several years and she taught Kinder/1st Grade in Utah for a few years
before that. Sydney was born and raised in Star Valley. She loves to fish,
boat, and ride bikes.

Danyel Turner - Danyel Turner is a special education teacher. She is
married to Nathan Turner. They live in Osmond and have four children and
nine grandchildren. She has been in Star Valley for 34 years. She loves
being in the outdoors, swimming, camping, and reading. Her hobbies are
crocheting, quilting, cross stitch, and teaching swimming. Danyel has
worked at SVHS, Bridges, and Thayne before coming to Afton Elementary.

Marie Erickson - Marie is a school counselor. Marie and her husband Zane
have been married for 14 years. They have three kids, ages 10, 6, & 5. She
grew up in North Carolina. Marie loves to read, play the piano, and spend
time with her family.

Darbi Stoll - Darbi is a Special Education aide. She grew up in Star Valley,
but just recently moved back home with her husband and two dogs. She is
helping coach the Brave Cadettes and instructing at Dezi’s Dance Studio.
Darbi loves spending time in the outdoors and with her family.

Brittany Atkins - Brittany is a Title 1 aide. She has a family of four. She has
two kids attending Afton Elementary (1st grade and kindergarten). She has
been a stay at home mom for five years. Before that she was a special
education para in Virginia. They moved to Wyoming about two years ago
and absolutely love it here!

Chloee Moffat - Chloee is a Title 1 aide. She is married to Tanner and has
two kids a son Jaxon and daughter Fynnlee. She loves anything sports,
especially volleyball and football. She is a huge bookworm. An interesting
fact about Chloee is that she has a birthmark on her eye.



Cindy Matthews - Cindy is a Title 1 aide. She moved here from Salem Oregon
about two years ago. She has been home with her kids for the last 23 years. Her
and her husband just celebrated their 25th anniversary. They have five sons. The
oldest two are in college, one is on a mission Sierra Leone, one is a junior in high
school and the youngest is just starting middle school this year. Cindy enjoys
spending time with her family, road trips, hiking, camping, gardening, cooking,
music, reading and learning new things. She is excited to be working at Afton
Elementary.

Kathryn Burgess - Kathryn is a Title 1 aide. Kathryn and her husband moved
back to Star Valley in 2007. They have four amazing children. Damien is a senior,
Jocelyn is a sophomore, Maggie is a 7th grader and Liam is a 3rd grader here at
Afton Elementary. They love living in Star Valley and she is excited to follow this
new path working here at the school!

Taygan Ashley - Taygan is a title 1 aide. Taygan went to kindergarten at Afton
Elementary and her teacher was Mrs. Grover. She moved away after
kindergarten to Pinedale and moved back to Star Valley her freshman year. She
got her CNA license and then graduated from Swift Creek High School this year.
Taygan loves to be outside with her dogs, camping and traveling with family.

Learning Update
Kindergarten - There are a lot of puns surrounding the first few months of Kindergarten. One pun
is that Kindergarten in September is like herding cats, although this is usually spot on, we have
some amazing “cats” this year! We will continue to work on learning all the different routines and
procedures and providing a lot of support and practice!

In ELA, we will begin the 26 Letters in 26 Days. This method is where we introduce a letter each
day, along with the Zoo Phonic animal action/sound that represents the letters. We will work on
writing our name the “kindergarten way” and build our fine motor muscles through various tasks.
Writing begins with an illustration unit where the children practice drawing shapes to create simple
pictures. We are forming small groups in preparation for our core reading program: Reading
Mastery.

In Math, we will begin with teaching simple procedures based on our math program. How to use
and put away our math mats and use the math shelf. As the month progresses, ask your
Kindergartener about the various math tools that they will use all year long. Numbers to 0-5 will be
our first mathematical focus for this month. Counting objects out, writing, comparing, and
recognizing hnumbers 0-5.

1st Grade - We are so excited to get this year started! Reading: To begin our year we will be
working on building good habits as readers. We will drop our bad habits, and work on creating
good habits. We will also be starting Reading Mastery and working on our decoding skills. Writing:
Our first writing unit will be Personal Narratives. Our students love to tell stories, and we love to
hear them. They will write small moments and learn to use their voice in these narratives. We will
also be working hard on spelling and grammar. As we work on our writing skills, we will also be
working hard on our handwriting to form our letters correctly. Math: The first math unit we will be
working on is numbers to 10. The goals of this chapter are to lead students to more efficient
counting strategies with one-to-one correspondence, to read and write numbers in numerals and
words, to compare the number of objects in two or more sets as well as to order numbers in
ascending and descending orders.



2nd Grade - We are already working hard to learn new things in 2nd grade. We have started our
home reading and math facts calendar. Please try to put in a few minutes of math facts practice
each night along with nightly reading. It makes a tremendous difference in your student’s ability to
master our 2nd grade math standards. This fall we will be going to Canyon View Park on Fridays
to learn from members in our community. We will start the month learning with the Game Warden
and SV Search and Rescue. We will also be making our 2nd grade t-shirts during the month of
September. Watch for more information if you would like to volunteer to help with that project.
Thank you for supporting us in our learning!

3rd Grade - We love to focus on the positive things that we see our students doing. Our classy
ticket program helps us recognize all those good things we see. Every time a student is spotted
doing good (saying thank you, helping others, being polite, being respectful, working with others,
etc.), they are given a ticket. Many tickets are given out each day! Prizes and parties will happen
throughout the year to celebrate all these amazing students who are working hard to be positive,
classy kids. We are learning names, procedures, rules, and games—and having fun getting to
know each other. Please note that we are hosting a Parent Night on September 4th at 6:00 p.m. in
the gym. This will be to go over 3rd grade procedures, homework, etc. It should be about 30
minutes. We encourage you to attend.
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